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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Budge et 
al (USPN 6,564,248 B1). 

With respect to claim 1, Budge et al disclose a dial-up internet facsimile 

♦ 

apparatus (PC 10, see Fig. 1) comprising: 

a modem (network interface 6A which allows digital data to be transmitted over a 
PSTN on communications line 8, and see Fig. 2C) that makes dial-up connection to a 
service provider of e-mail via telephone line; 

an operation section that has a stop button (STOP button 620), and 
an e-mail reception section (video email recorder 210, Fig. 2B) that receives e- 
mail data from the connected service provider (video input device 20 and device 
electronics 22) and that, when the stop button is pressed while receiving the email data, 
disconnects the connection to the service provider (stops recording the email when the 
Stop button 620 is pressed, col. 6, lines 3-5) without waiting for the completion of the e- 
mail data reception. 
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With respect to claim 2, Budge et al disclose a dial-up internet facsimile 
apparatus according to the claim 1, wherein said e-mail reception section (video email 
recorder 210, Fig. 2B) that receives the e-mail data by a message unit (received from 
“Microsoft Video for Windows”, see Fig. 2B). 

With respect to claim 3, Budge et al disclose a dial-up internet facsimile 
apparatus according to the claim 1, 

wherein said e-mail reception section (video email recorder 210, Fig. 2B), when 

receiving the e-mail data from the service provider, detects (stops recording, col. 6, lines 

* 

3-5) whether the e-mail data is the one that was disconnected while being received 
previously; 

wherein the e-mail reception section (video email recorder 210, Fig. 2B), when 
the e-mail data is the one that was disconnected previously, does not receive the e-mail 
data (stops recording, col. 6, lines 3-5). 

With respect to claim 4, Budge et al a dial-up internet facsimile apparatus (client 
computer 1080), comprising: 

a modem (dial-up modem of Prioritizing Access/Router in Fig. 19G) that makes 
dial-up connection to a service provider of e-mail via telephone line; 

an operation section that has a stop button (message retrieval), and 

an e-mail reception section that receives e-mail data from the connected service 
provider and that, when the stop button is pressed while receiving the email data 
(message retrieval provides subscribers the ability to selectively retrieve email 
messages that reside in the "universal inbox", col. 180, lines 41-44), interrupts the 
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reception of the e-mail from the service provider without waiting for the completion of 
the e-mail data reception, said e-mail reception section going to the reception of the 
next e-mail data (selectively retrieve) after the interrupted e-mail data regards as the 
received e-mail data. 

With respect to claim 5, Budge et al a dial-up internet facsimile apparatus 
according to the claim 4, comprising: 

wherein said e-mail reception section sets a flag when the email data is regarded as the 
interrupted e-mail data (system subscribers receive an accounting of current messages 
across a number of media, to include voicemail, faxmail, email, paging, col. 65, lines 44- 
46). 

2. Claims 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Elliott et 
al (USPN 6,754,181 B1). 

With respect to claim 7, Elliot et al disclose a dial-up internet facsimile apparatus 
(client computer 1080), comprising: 

a modem section (dial-up modem of Prioritizing Access/Router in Fig. 19G) that 
makes dial-up connection to a service provider of email via telephone line, and 

an e-mail reception section that receives a size of e-mail data from the service 
provider before receiving the email data, and eliminates e-mail over predetermined size 
from e-mails to be received (prior to retrieving messages, search criteria such as 
message size eliminates messages of a predetermined message size from being 
retrieved, col. 180, lines 54-67). 
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With respect to claim 8, Elliot et al disclose a method of receiving e-mail data, 
comprising: 

making dial-up connection to a service provider of e-mail via telephone line 
(using(dial-up modem of Prioritizing Access/Router in Fig. 19G); 

receiving e-mail data (message retrieval, col. 180, line 40) from the connected 
service provider (from the "universal inbox", col. 180, lines 41-43), and disconnecting, 
when a stop button on a panel is pressed while receiving the email data (message 
retrieval provides subscribers the ability to selectively retrieve email messages that 
reside in the "universal inbox", col. 180, lines 41-44), the connection to the service 
provider without waiting for the completion of the e-mail data reception. 

With respect to claim 9, Elliot et al disclose a method of receiving e-mail data, 
comprising: 

making dial-up connection to a service provider of e-mail via telephone line 
(using(dial-up modem of Prioritizing Access/Router in Fig. 19G); 

receiving e-mail data (message retrieval, col. 180, line 40) from the connected 
service provider (from the "universal inbox", col. 180, lines 41-43); 

interrupting, when a stop button on a panel is pressed while receiving the email 
data, the reception of the e-mail data from the service provider without waiting for the 
completion of the e-mail data reception, and going to the reception of the next e-mail 
data after the interrupted email data regards as the received e-mail data (message 
retrieval provides subscribers the ability to selectively retrieve email messages that 
reside in the "universal inbox", col. 180, lines 41-44). 
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With respect to claim 10, Elliot et al disclose a method of receiving e-mail data, 
comprising: 

making dial-up connection to a service provider of e-mail via telephone line, and 
receiving a size of e-mail data (selective retrieval of messages based on message size 
prior to receiving, col. 180, lines 54-67) from the service provider before receiving the 
email data; 

eliminating e-mail over predetermined size from e-mails to be received, and 
receiving the e-mail data that is not eliminated from the e-mail data to be received from 
the service provider (prior to retrieving messages, search criteria such as message size 
eliminates messages of a predetermined message size from being retrieved, col. 180, 
lines 54-67). 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 


(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Budge et 
al (USPN 6,564,248 B1) in view of Elliott et al (USPN 6,754,181 B1). 

Budge et al does not disclose a dial-up internet facsimile apparatus according to 
claim 1, further comprising: an error notification section that transmits an error 
notification mail to the sender of the e-mail data when the e-mail data reception is 
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interrupted. Elliott et al discloses a client device 1080 wherein system subscribers 

receive an accounting of current messages across a number of media, to include 

voicemail, faxmail, email, paging, col. 65, lines 44-46. Budge et al and Elliott et al are 

analogous art because they are from the similar problem solving area of email 

management. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 

* 

ordinary skill in the art to add the notification feature of Elliott et al to Budge et al in 
order to obtain a device capable notifying a status of a message. The motivation for 
doing so would be to notify the status of a message to a sender. 

Conclusion 

l 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas J. Lett whose telephone number is 703-305- 
8733. The examiner can normally be reached on 7-3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Kimberly A. Williams can be reached on 703-305-4863. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 


872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



